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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action acknowledges the applicant's amendment filed 7/30/2008. 
Claims 1-22 are pending in the application. 

2. It is noted that the claims as presented are directed to a product and method of 
using the product. As currently presented, the method is the mere assembly of the 
product and its examination in conjunction with the product does not represent a serious 
burden at this time; therefore, no restriction is required. However, if subsequent 
amendments to the claims result in diverging subject matter and searches between the 
claimed inventions, the examiner reserves the right to restrict at that time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Schmiletzky (US 5,360,1 16). 

Claim 1: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• a medicament retaining sheet 4 for a medicament blister pack, said 
medicament retaining sheet 4 comprising a first sheet (Col 3:64-68 base 
section) having first and second faces and a second sheet (Col 4:1-4 barrier 
layer) having first and second faces, wherein the first face of the second 
sheet and the second face of the first sheet are opposed and bonded together 
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and wherein the first sheet includes lines of weakness defining a plurality of 
medicament release zones 
Claim 2: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• the lines of weakness (A) defining medicament release zones (e) comprise a 
plurality of perforations and/or slits 

Claim 3: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• the lines of weakness are formed in the first face of the first sheet (Col 1 0:20- 
23) 

Claim 4: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 8:45-58): 

• the lines of weakness (A) extend from the first face of the first sheet (Col 
3:64-68), through the first sheet and to the second face of said first sheet in at 
least a portion of each individual medicament release zone (e) 

Claim 5: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• medicament retaining sheet 4 comprises a laminate (Col 5:8-13) 
Claim 6: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:60-63): 

• at least portions of the second face of the second sheet (Col 4:1-4) are 
provided with a permanent adhesive 

Claim 7: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:60-63): 

• the second face of the second sheet is fully coated with a permanent 
adhesive 

Claim 8: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:60-63): 
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• the second face of the second sheet (Col 4:1-4) is provided with no 
permanent adhesive in the medicament release zones (e) 

Claim 10: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• the first sheet (Col 3:64-68) is formed from a paper material 
Claim 11: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:32-35): 

• the medicament retaining sheet 4 is for use in the manufacture of a 
medicament blister pack 

Claim 12: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• manufacturing a medicament blister pack providing medicament retaining 
sheet 4 

Claim 13: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• medicament blister pack comprising a medicament retaining sheet 4 
Claim 14: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• the medicament tray 3 comprises a molded plastics tray including a plurality 
of medicament cavities 2 

5. Claims 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schmiletzky (US 5,360,116). 

Claim 15: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• a medicament tray 3 having a plurality of molded cavities 2 or recesses each 
containing a medicament in the form of a tablet 6, said tablets 6 being held in 
place by means of a retaining sheet 4, wherein said label (Col 7:42-43 
outermost layer) has first and second faces, said first face having an adhesive 
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applied thereto and wherein said label (Col 7:42-43 outermost layer) includes 
lines of weakness (A) defining a plurality of medicament release zones 3 
Claim 16: Schmiletzky disclose (Fig 1): 

• the lines of weakness (A) defining medicament release zones (e) comprise a 
plurality of perforations and/or slits 

Claim 17: Schmiletzky disclose (Fig 1 and Col 7:32-43): 

• the lines of weakness (A) extend from the upper surface, through the label 
(Col 7:42-43 outermost layer), to the lower surface of said label in at least a 
portion of each individual medicament release zone (e) 

Claim 18: Schmiletzky disclose (Fig 1): 

• the lines of weakness (A) are formed in the second face of the label (Col 
7:42-43 outermost layer) 

In the instance of 3 layers the outermost layer is considered to be the label. 
Claim 19: Schmiletzky disclose: 

• at least portions of the second face of the second sheet (Col 4:1-4) are 
provided with a permanent adhesive (Col 6:4-9) 

Claim 20: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:60-63): 

• no adhesive is applied to the first face in the medicament release zones (e) 
Claim 21: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 6:60-63): 

• the first face is fully coated with a permanent adhesive 
Claim 22: Schmiletzky disclose (Col 7:42-43 outermost layer): 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,583 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3728 

• the label (Col 3:64-68, Col 7:42-43 outermost layer) is formed from a paper 
material 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmiletzky (US 5,360,1 16). 

Claim 9: Schmiletzky discloses the claimed invention as stated above in claim 1 except: 

• the second sheet is formed from a metal foil or a metallized plastics material 
However Schmiletzky states in Col 1 :28-31 that it is known in the art to substitute 
ceramic for metal to be used in the blister pack for easy recycling, since it has been 
held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known 
material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENINE M. PAGAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3216. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8am- 
4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. Gregory Pickett/ /Jenine M Pagan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 Examiner, Art Unit 3728 
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